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within the prescribed timeframe or during the Extended
Reporting Period, if applicable. The research clarified that
the Retroactive Date extends coverage to medical
professional errors occurring prior to the inception of the
policy, whereas the Extended Reporting Period provides a
subsequent grace period to report a claim that arose during
the policy term, or an incident or circumstance that may
lead to an covered claim. The research recommends
incorporating an explanatory provision into the Model
Policy Form for Medical Professional Liability Insurance
addressing the impact of temporal separation between
stages, and issuing a regulatory guide for the integrated
interpretation of temporal provisions. Additionally, it
proposes establishing a unified minimum for the Extended
Reporting Period and mandating insurers to provide the
insured with a summary of the influential temporal data
upon policy issuance, renewal, or when switching between
insurance companies.

Keywords: Trigger of Coverage, Model Policy Form for
Medical Professional Liability Insurance, Claims-made
Basis Coverage, Occurrence Basis Coverage
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Abstract:

This research addresses the trigger of coverage in the
medical professional liability insurance policy. Its central
problem lies in identifying the temporal criterion for
allocating a claim to the applicable policy. This issue arises
where there is a temporal separation between the relevant
stages. These stages include the occurrence of the medical
professional error, the making of the claim or filing of a
complaint, notification to the insurer, and the issuance of a
final judgment or formal settlement. This issue is examined
in light of Saudi law and the policy’s temporal
mechanisms, such as the duration of coverage, the
retroactive date, and the extended reporting period, in order
to mitigate coverage disputes between policies and
insurance companies. The research adopts an applied
analytical methodology, surveying the Law of Practicing
Healthcare Professions and its Executive Regulations, the
Model Policy Form for Medical Professional Liability
Insurance, and the relevant applications of the Committees
for Resolution of Insurance Disputes and Violations,
subsequently analyzing them to derive the rules governing
the trigger of coverage. The research concludes that the
time stages associated with the claim vary in their impact;
the occurrence of the medical professional error pertains to
the basis of liability, the emergence of the claim or filing
of the complaint initiates the procedural track, and the
notification to the insurer activates the coverage, whereas
the obligation for indemnity is established by the final
judgment or the approval of a settlement. It further
concluded that the applicable policy is determined based
on the type of coverage and its conditions; under
Occurrence Basis Coverage, the occurrence of the error
during the policy period is the governing factor. In contrast,
Claims-made Basis Coverage requires the error to occur
within the timeframe recognized by the policy, the
emergence of the claim, and notification to the insurer
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